xii                                         INTRODUCTION.
are of too great a magnitude to be undertaken by private capital or organized individual effort. In every other country such works are undertaken by the national government. In general it may be said that the lands which would be benefited by such works in arid America belong to the government. To make these lands productive and capable of sustaining population, the government of the United States should undertake their reclamation and construct and administer the reservoirs. That such a policy will ere long be inaugurated seems inevitable. The purpose of this work is to familiarize the public with the details of construction and the general features of interest appertaining to the principal reservoirs constructed or projected in the Western States and Territories which have come within the knowledge or observation of the writer, describing in a popular way their characteristics, their water-supply, the results accomplished or sought to be accomplished by them, and the methods and materials employed in the construction of the dams which form them.